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The Author’s Vindication of himfelf: The Treatment be has met with, fcurrilous 
and unreafonable , with bis Refolution to proceed ; and the Difintereftedne/s of 
bis Labours. 


Sunt quibus in Satyra videar nimis acer, & ultra 
Legem tendere opus ; ---- Hor. 


ALICE and Obloquy have been the never-failing Portion of all Waters engaged 
in combating Bigotry and Oppreffion, and vindicating the ineftimable Privileges 
of Mankind. Cenjure, fays a great Author, is a hind of Tribute which all Alen 

of Merit mufi expect to pay to the Public. The moft unconfcionable Rogue upon Earth, 
cannot bear the Detection of his Iniquities. Nay, the obdurate Criminal, who fears not 
GOD himéelf, is feized with a Panic, at the Apprehenfions of having his A@tions 
publickly expofed by a Writer of Genius and Magnanimity. Hence infinite Oppofition 
and Clamour, whenever a dignified Offender hath his Conduct diflected. 


Tue Author of this Paper never claimed fufficient Merit, to be treated with Indignity 
by Men of high Station and Eminence. In proportion, however, to his Services to his 
Country, he was confident of Oppofition : For this Reafon, the Noife and Uproar about 
the /ndependent Reflector, are to him no Matter of Aftonifhment: He always expeéted it ; 
and to the Mortification of his Enemies, efteems it his Exultation and Triumph. This 
Expectation he declares in the very Introduction to his Work : But then he hoped to 
have been oppofed with Decency and Good-Manners. Senfible of his Weaknefs and 
Fallibility, he entreated his Readers to point out his Errors, with his Promife to correét 
them. And was any Man to rectify his Miftakes with Candor and Impartiality, he 
fhou’d with the higheft Gratitude, accept the friendly Office. But he hath been treated 
with Rudenefs and Afperfion, with Billingfgate and Scurrility ; he hath been branded 
with the opprobrious Language of Rafcal, Scoundrel, Atheift, Deift, Mocker of Things 
facred, and vile Reflector. 


From the Clergy, Men of awful Funétion, and venerable Name, he expected gentler 
Ufage : Yet neither the Holinefs of their Charaéter, nor the Place devoted to GOD, 
hath protected him from devout Rage, and monkifh Indignation, But whence all this 
fiery Zeal and fuperttitious Ardor ? He is neither for curtailing their Salaries, nor affaulting 
their Diana. Andif the Moravian Spire minifters fuch high Offence, who is to blame 
for it, but the King and Parliament? The Reflector has faid Nothing, which any Prieft 
ought to refent, but a Popifh Prieft. For the facred Order, he entertains the profoundeft 
Reverence : But unreafonable Pretenfions, unreafonable Refpect, perfecuting Fury, and 
holy Grimace, he will expofe and ridicule. Their very Zeal againft him (a Zeal void 
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44 The InpErenDENT Rervecror. 


of Knowledge, void of Chriftian Humility) is a fufficient Atteftation of that ecclefiattical 
Wrath and Arrogance, which he has endeavoured to reprefs. It illuftrates the Truth of 
his Opinion, about their perfecuting Spirit, and irrefranable Bigotry. 


I never doubted, that the Generality of Priefts in all Ages and Countries, were 
actuated by the fame fpiritual Pride, the fame tempeftuous Zeal for Baubles and 
Conundrums, and the fame Impatience under Correction.~ “Tis Nothing but the 
Difference of “Government, that reftrains the Rapacity of fome, and leaves that of 
others rampant and unbridled. For my Part, I blefs my Stars, that I live in a 
Country, where their utmoft Efforts cannot exceed hard Names, and orthodox Curfing, 
In thefe rare Times of Felicity, Iam at Liberty to entertain what Sentiments I pleafe, 
and to declare what Sentiments I entertain. But was our Conftitution as much 
calculated for the Advancement of ecclefiaftical Domination (and I conceive it is but 
too much fo already) as that of Spain or Portugal, inttead of being traduced and 
maligned, I had long e’er now been gag’d and /g’d, if not burnt or butcher'd. Nor am 
I even now out of Danger: For, as foon.as I am difcover’d, the Surveyor of the Roads 
is to fhoot me with his Fowling-Piece ; then Mr. A/--- is to run me through the Body ; 
and after that the Clergy are to pronounce the greater Excommunication. But might a 
Criminal be indulged, in appointing the Procefs of his own Trial and Punifhment, I 
fhould think it more regular, for his Worfhip to pafs Sentence of Death, in the Capacity 
of a Judge, then the Surveyor to be nominated my Executioner, and fome of the 
Clergy to favour me with their Prayers at my Exit. 


But whatever becomes of me, I claim a Right, (notwithftanding 2 Thoufand 
Anathemas) to defend every Sect of Chriftians, in the peaceable Enjoyment of their 
civil and religious Liberties, For this I want no Difpenfation from any Pope: And if 
a Clergyman infifts on an equal Right, to warn his Congregation againft Hereticks, 
(which is a Word that means juft every Thing, and juft Nothing) there let his 
Exhortations terminate: But to charge a People, to all Appearance, of Lives unblemifh’d, 
and exalted Morals, with enormous Vices, that have no Exiftence, but in his own 
crazed Imagination, is to the laft Degree licentious and criminal. 


Tue Author of this Paper is as far from believing the Generality of the AZcravian 
Principles, as any Man, All he infifts upon, is, that if their external Conduct be moral 
and unexceptional, they have a Right to enjoy their Principles, be they what they will. 
But the Paflages which, he is informed, have given the greateft Offence to Bigots, are 
the following. 


1. That Rome is as far from Geneva, as Geneva from Rome. 

2. That every Man is ert) ‘ox to himfelf, and heretical to all the World befides. 

3. That whoever believes that Curis was the Messtau, and practifes the Morality 
he taught, is to all Intents and Purpofes, a complete Chriftian, tho’ he be as irfcredulous 
about the divine Right of Epifcopacy, as the divine Right of Geography. [Part of this 
Propofition I retra¢t, and humbly afk Pardon of the World, for committing fo great a 
Blunder ; for that inftead of to all Intents and Purpojés, it fhould have been, to all Intents 
and Pufpofes, except the Purpofes of the Clergy.] 

4. That any Perfon fo believing and praétifing, is a Chriftian to all Intents and 
Purpofes, (except as before is excepted) tho’ he never heard of the Synod of Dort in his 
Life. 

5. That in the Judgment of many learned Men, the Wafhing of Feet, is as much 
inftituted by the divine Author of Chriftianity, as Baptifm or the Lord’s Suppets 
and more peremptorily commanded than cither. 6. That 
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tical 6. That the Parliament hath acknowledged the AZcravians for good Chriftians ; 
“< which perhaps is more than can be faid of any Church in the Province. | 
eas Tuese are the Paflages which have fo greatly difgufted our fpiritual Overfeers, and | 
wai their blind Adorers: And as they are not like to be decided by their old Praétice of ; 
the Defamation and Scolding, the Reflector is ready to maintain each and every of them, 

against all the Clergy in the Province. But as he cannot confent to carry en fuch a | 
t of : ; te oe th ; ‘ 
me Controverfy in this Paper (the Defign of which is a little fuperior to that of refuting ; 
prieftly Nonfenfe) they may chufe which of the public Papers they pleafe, and he will ia 
we reply in the fame: Moreover, in Complaifance to thofe of the Cloth, who do not , / 
alk underftand Engli/h, (for verily, gentle Reader, he hath been curs’d by thofe who cannot ; 
bul read him) they may write either in Dutch, Latin or French, and he will anfwer in the ! 
pa: - Language they write. Till they are pleafed to accept this Challenge, he humbly conceives, M 
‘a. they ought to refrain from their unchriftian Slanders, fuch, as that he is an Atheift, and | 8 
sails hath no Religion at all; and that for no better Reafon, but becaufe he will neither be ia 
dy 5 Prieft-ridden himfelf, nor fuffer his Countrymen to be fo, while it is in his Power to | ; 
ae a prevent it. Even their monkifh Trick, of what the Apoftle calls, creeping into Houfes, ' 
t, I and leading Captive filly Women, with falfe Alarms and Suggeftions, will not terrify him. } 
city If by Religion, they mean an implicit Faith in the Clergy, a filly Fondnefs for fanciful 
the Obfervances, and the foftering and enriching Hypocrites and Bigots, he frankly confefles 
he has no Religion: But if it confifts, in believing the Scripture, and practifing its 
Morality, he hopes he has more of it, than thofe who recommend to others what they . 
and neither believe nor practife themfelves, and whofe whole Religion, notwithftanding their t 
heir grim Afpects, and reverential Habits, may be fumm’d up in one fingle Line of Shake/pear’s, " 
: if as confifting, In fair round Belly with good Capon lin'd. i 
cks | 
his For the Magiftracy, as the Inftitution of the State, and the Ordinance of GOD, he 
h’d, entertains high Regard : But lawlefs Encroachments, or Negleét of Duty, fhall be 
—_ treated with the utmoft Freedom. Thefe are Offences againf? the State, and againf? the : i 
Divine Ordinance. In vain, therefore, do they demand Protection under thofe venerable ' 
. Names. While he reverences the Inftitution, he will defpife the Perfons who profane ; 
‘aed and debafe it. More than once has he feen an Afs loaded with Preferment, and more 
oral than once contemn'd him notwithftanding his Preferment. If Monks and Barbers, 
will. Buffoons and Fiddlers, have before now been the Favourites of Princes; why fhou’d it 
are appear wonderful, that at certain Seafons, Pimps and Panders, Tools and Minions, 
fhould be cloathed with the fplendid Robe of Magiftracy. But if fuch challenge the fame 
Refpect as Men of diftinguifh’d Senfe, and renown’d for Integrity, he muft beg Leave to 
be excufed. He reverences no Man for his Infignia and Titles, but for the Talents he 


pofiefles, and the Good he does in his Office. Publick Minifters are invefted with great 
lity Trufts for the Benefit of the People, and are bound by all Ties divine and human, to 


yo difcharge them faithfully: Why elfe are they Magiftrates; and what elfe is their Duty, 
eae but to watch for the public Good? ‘They become bad by their Idlenefs, as well as by their 
At Aétions, If they do no Good, they do Evil by not doing Good; and ought to be 
told of their criminal Indolence. ‘Ina Country of Freedom and Law, fays an eminent 
a * Writer, all Men claim a Right to judge and cenfure for themfelves ; and better it is, 
his * that all Men fay what they pleafe, than one Man do what he will.” The beft Way 
to avoid Reproof, is to avoid miniftring Occafion for Reproof: But while they offend, he 
uch will ftigmatize. Where he has mifreprefented Faéts (which he has never done willfully) : 
per let the Error be fhewn, and it fhall be corrected; a Letter to the Printer will be carefully 
ey: + deliver'd, and attentively confider’d : But unmannerly Infults, and furious Preachments, 


will 

















44 The InpEreNDENT Ref iecror. 


of Knowledge, void of Chriftian Humility) is a fufficient Atteftation of that ecclefiattical 


Wrath and Arrogance, which he has endeavoured to reprefs. It illuftrates the Truth of 
his Opinion, about their perfecuting Spirit, and irrefrenable Bigotry. 


I never doubted, that the Generality of Priefts in all Ages and Countries, were 
actuated by the fame fpiritual Pride, the fame tempeftuous Zeal for Baubles and 
Conundrums, and the fame Impatience under Correction.~ "Tis Nothing but the 
Difference of Government, that reftrains the Rapacity of fome, and leaves that of 
others rampant and unbridled. For my Part, I blefs my Stars, that I live in a 
Country, where their utmoft Efforts cannot exceed hard Names, and orthodox Curfing. 
In thefe rare Times of Felicity, I am at Liberty to entertain what Sentiments I pleafe, 
and to declare what Sentiments I entertain. But was our Conftitution as much 
calculated for the Advancement of ecclefiaftical Domination (and I conceive it is but 
too much fo already) as that of Spain or Portugal, inftead of being traduced and. 
maligned, I had-long e’er now been gag’d and flog’d, if mot burnt or butcher’d. Nor am 
I even now out of Danger: For, as foon.as | am difcover’d, the Surveyor of the Roads 
is to fhoot me with his Fowling-Piece ; then Mr. 4Z--- is to run me through the Body ; 
and after that the Clergy are to pronounce the greater Excommunication. But might a 
Criminal be indulged, in appointing the Procefs of his own Tria! and Punifhment, I 
fhould think it more regular, for his Worfhip to pafs Sentence of Death, in the Capacity 
of a Judge, then the Surveyor to be nominated my Executioner, and fome of the 
Clergy to favour me with their Prayers at my Exit. 


But whatever becomes of me, I claim a Right, (notwithftanding 2 Thoufand 
Anathemas) to defend every Seét of Chriftians, in the peaceable Enjoyment of their 
civil and religious Liberties, For this I want no Difpenfation from any Pope: And if 
a Clergyman infifts on an equal Right, to warn his Congregation againft Hereticks, 
(which is a Word that means juft every Thing, and juft Nothing) there let his 
Exhortations terminate: But to charge a People, to all Appearance, of Lives unbiemifh’d, 
and exalted Morals, with enormous Vices, that have no Exiftence, but in his own 
crazed Imagination, is to the laft Degree licentious and criminal. 


Tue Author of this Paper is as far from believing the Generality of the AZravian 
Principles, as any Man, All he infifts upon, is, that if their external Conduct be moral 
and unexceptional, they have a Right to enjoy their Principles, be they what they will. 
But the Paflages which, he is informed, have given the greateft Offence to Bigots, are 
the following. 


1. That Rome is as far from Geneva, as Geneva from Rome. 

2. That every Man is orthodox to himfelf, and heretical to all the World befides. 

3. That whoever believes that Curist was the Mgss1An, and practifes the Morality 
he taught, is to all Intents and Purpofes, a complete Chriftian, tho’ he be as incredulous 
about the divine Right of Epifcopacy, as the divine Right of Geography. [Part of this 
Propofition I retraét, and humbly afk Pardon of the World, for committing fo great a 
Blunder ; for that inftead of to all Intents and Purpofes, it fhould have been, to all Intents 
and Pufpofes, except the Purpofes of the Clergy. ] 

4. That any Perfon fo believing and praétifing, is a Chriftian to all Intents and 
Purpofes, (except as before is excepted) tho’ he never heard of the Synod of Dort in his 
Life. 

5. That in the Judgment of many learned Men, the Wafhing of Feet, is as much 
inftituted by the divine Author of Chriftianity, as Baptifm or the Lord’s Supper, 
and more peremptorily commanded than cither. 5 Ma 
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6. That the Parliament hath acknowledged the AZcravians for good Chriftians ; 
which perhaps is more than can be faid of any Church in the Province. 


Tuese are the Paflages which have fo greatly difgufted our fpiritual Overfeers, and 
their blind Adorers: And as they are not like to be decided by their old Praétice of 
Defamation and Scolding, the Refector is ready to maintain each and every of them, 
againft all the Clergy in the Province. But as he cannot confent to carry en fuch a 
Controverfy in this Paper (the Defign of which is a little fuperior to that of refuting 
prieftly Nonfenfe) they may chute which of the public Papers they pleafe, and he will 
reply in the fame: Moreover, in Complaifance to thofe of the Cloth, who do not 
underitand Engli/), (for verily, gentle Reader, he hath been curs’d by thofe who cannot 
read him) they may write either in Dutch, Latin or French, and he will anfwer in the 


- Language they write. “Till they are pleafed to accept this Challenge, he humbly conceives, 


they ought to refrain from their unchriftian Slanders, fuch, as that he is an Atheift, and 
hath no Religion at all; and that for no better Reafon, but becaufe he will neither be 
Prieft-ridden himfelf, nor fuffer his Countrymen to be fo, while it is in his Power to 
prevent it. Even their monkifh Trick, of what the Apoftle calls, creeping into Houjes, 
and leading Captive filly Women, with falfe Alarms and Suggeftions, will not terrify him. 
If by Religion, they mean an implicit Faith in the Clergy, a filly Fondnefs for fanciful 
Obfervances, and the foftering and enriching Hypocrites and Bigots, he frankly confefles 
he has no Religion: But if it confifts, in believing the Scripture, and practifing its 
Morality, he hopes he has more of it, than thofe who recommend to others what they 
neither believe nor practife themfelves, and whofe whole Religion, notwithftanding their 
grim Afpects, and reverential Habits, may be fumm‘d up in one fingle Line of Shake/pear’s, 
as confifting, In fair round Belly with good Capon lin'd. 


For the Magiftracy, as the Inftitution of the State, and the Ordinance of GOD, he 
entertains high Regard : But lawlefs Encroachments, or Neglect of Duty, fhall be 
treated with the utmoft Freedom. Thefe are Offences againf? the State, and again/? the 
Divine Ordinance. In vain, therefore, do they demand Protection under thofe venerable 
Names. While he reverences the Inftitution, he will defpife the Perfons who profane 
and debafe it. More than once has he feen an Afs loaded with Preferment, and more 
than once contemn’d him notwithftanding his Preferment. If Monks and Barbers, 
Buffoons and Fiddlers, have before now been the Favourites of Princes; why fhou’d it 
appear wonderful, that at certain Seafons, Pimps and Panders, Tools and Minions, 
fhould be cloathed with the fplendid Robe of Magiftracy. But if fuch challenge the fame 
Refpect as Men of diltinguith’d Senfe, and renown’d for Integrity, he muft beg Leave to 
be excufed. He reverences no Man for his Infignia and Titles, but for the Talents he 
poflefles, and the Good he does in his Office. Publick Minifters are invefted with great 
Trufts for the Benefit of the People, and are bound by all Ties divine and human, to 


difcharge them faithfully: Why elfe are they Magiftrates ; and what elfe is their Duty, 


but to watch for the public Good? They become bad by their Idlenefs, as well as t7 their 
Actions. If they do no Good, they do Evil by not doing Good; and ought to be 
told of their criminal Indolence. ‘Ina Country of Freedom and Law, fays an eminent 
* Writer, all Men claim a Right to judge and cenfure for themfelves ; and better it is, 
* that all Men fay what they pleafe, than one Man do what he will.” The beft Way 
to avoid Reproof, is to avoid miniftring Occafion for Reproof: But while they offend, he 
will ftigmatize. Where he has mifreprefented Faéts (which he has never done willfully) 
let the Error be fhewn, and it fhall be corrected; a Letter to the Printer will be carefully 


+ deliver'd, and attentively confider’d : But unmannerly Infults, and furious Preachments, 


will 
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will be perfectly fruitlefs and unavailable. To intimidate him, is not in the Power of 
Man. He is defended by the impregnable Bulwark of Truth and Righteoufnefs. He 
expofes none but fuch as ought to be expofed, nor reprehends any Vice but public Vice, 
With him the Characters of Men are facred : Not fo the Actions of Rogues, efpecially 
dignified Rogues. No honeft Man fhall ever be injured by him; but Proftitution in 
Office, fhall be the Mark of keen and everlafting Refentment. The Letters which he 
has received about private Faults, have by him been doom’d to the Flames: But public 
Mifmanagement he will attack at all Hazards ; and in this he hopes for the Patronage 
and Encouragement of every Man of Worth, Truth and Innocence. 


* What ? arm’d for Virtue, when I point the Pen, 

* Brand the bold ~ ont of fhamelefs guilty Men ; 

* Dath the proud Gsamefter in his gilded Car ; 

* Bare the mean Heart that lurks beneath a Star ; 

‘ Can there be wanting to defend her Caufe, 

* Lights of the Church, and Guardians of the Laws ? 
© Could penfion’d Borteav lath in honeft Strain, 

* Flatt’rers and Bigots ev’n in Louts’ Reign? 

* Could Laureat DrypDEN Pimp and Fry’r engage ; 

* Yet neither CHARLES nor James be ina Rage? 
‘ And I not ftrip the Gilding off a Knave, 

* Unplac’d, unpenfion’d, no Man’s Heir or Slave ? 

* I will, or perifh in the generous Caufe ; 

‘ Hear this, andtremble! you, who ’fcape the Laws. Pops. 

Tue Refleétor is determin’d to proceed ,unaw’d, and alike fearlefs of the humble 
Scoundrel, and the eminent Villain. The Caufe he is engaged in, is a glorious Caufe, 
Tis the Caufe of Truth and Liberty. What he intends to oppofe, is Superftition, 
Bigotry, Prieftcraft, Tyranny, Servitude, public Mifmanagement, and Dithonefty in 
Office. The Things he propofes to teach, are the Nature and Excellency of our 
Conftitution.--- The ineftimable Value of Liberty :--- The difaftrous Effects of Bigotry, 
and the Shame and Horror of Bondage :--- The Importance of Religion unpolluted, and 
unadulterate with fuperftitious Additions, and the Inventions of Priefts. He fhould alfo 
rejoice to be inftrumental in the Improvement of Commerce and Hufbandry. In fhort, 
any Thing that may be of Advantage to the Inhabitants of this Province in particular, 
and Mankind in general, may freely demand a Place inhis Paper. ‘The Motives which 
infpire him, are neble and difinterefted. They are, the Welfare of Society, and the 
Felicity of his Country. He aims at no Honour, no Applaufe, no perfonal Advantage, 
or public Promotion. He difclaims even that Portion of Fame (whatever it be) which 
the Candid and Impartial might pay to his difinterefted Labours, becaufe he intends 
never to be known. He has no other View than the Happinefs of the Community, to 
which he belongs ; and the Chaftifement of fuch as abufe and difturb it. To inftil into 
the Minds of his Fellow-Subjects, the amiable Sentiments of Liberty, and to thew 
them, that our Government is the moft eligible and complete, that the good Fortune of 
Man has hitherto produced, or their Wit been capable of contriving. In doing this, 


he will neither flatter, nor traduce, idolize or calumniate: But proceed, without 
Trepidation, and in Defiance of all Tyrants civil or ecclefiaftic. 


#1 E Letter in Vindication of the Petition which was the Subje& of the Remarks of 
' my Correfpondent Eboracus, is received, and fhall be inferted as foon as poffible. 








New-York: Printed by J. Parker, at the New Printing-Office, in Beaver-Street. 
Where Letters ta the Author are taken in. 
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